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The Firefighter Cancer Support Network recently
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of a combined effort from fire service professionals
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of as 'near-misses', they can, in fact, be exactly that.
Until further research is conducted on the many
causes of cancer in the firefighting community, regular screening and preventative
strategies can be the "break in a chain of events" that allows illness and death to be
avoided. The National Fire Fighter Near-Miss Reporting System includes reports from
fellow fire fighters that discuss the importance of thorough medical screenings which
can help discover cancers, cardiac related illnesses, and other serious medical
concerns.
Temperatures and extreme weather conditions typically peak in the month of August.
This month's featured report deals with heat related illnesses. In this report, a fire
fighter suffers from heat exhaustion after responding to a fire in an auto repair shop. It
highlights the importance of staying aware of the cues one's body gives when
responding to an incident but also the importance of having policies, procedures and
resources in place and implemented to ensure proper rehabilitation when responding
to events. The resources below highlight a few resources available to help learn about
and prevent heat related illnesses and injuries.
NIOSH Workplace Safety Topic: Heat Stress - Basic information about heat stress,
heat illnesses and injuries, treatments, and prevention.
Firefighter Fatalities and Injuries: The Role of Heat Stress and PPE - Illinois Fire

Service Institute's Technical Repot on heat stress and PPE with regards to fire fighter
fatalities and injuries.
Preventing Heat Stress for Firefighters - Ohio's Division of State Fire Marshal's tips
for preventing heat illnesses on the fire ground.
Heat Illness Basics for Wildland Firefighters - US Forestry Department's technical
report on heat stress and heat illnesses with regards to wildland firefighting.
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Grouped Reports:

The National Fire Fighter
Near-Miss Reporting
System is at Fire-Rescue
International August 1317 in Chicago, IL. Please
stop by the International
Association of Fire Chiefs
Pavilion (Booth #2649) to
learn more about the
Near-Miss Reporting
System and what to
expect for 2014. An FRI
app (for iPad, iPhone, and
Droid) has been
developed to help
navigate the conference
and connect with other
participants.

Chief Officer has seizure
on incident (08-0000297)
Fire Fighter suffers mild
heart attack (07-0001051)
Fire Fighters suffer heat
exhaustion at large
commercial fire (060000395)

Near-Miss Fundamentals
Recalibrate how you think about "Near-Misses." Near-Miss reports don't only have to
record "what went wrong", they can also highlight best practices that allowed for an injury
or fatality to be avoided.
Testimonial
"We all get complacent and think it could never happen to me! The Near-Miss Reporting
Systems helps open all our eyes to the dangers that are inherent with the job."
-Asst. Fire Chief Jim Foley, Deer Isle Fire Department (ME)

Unsubscribe from the National Fire Fighter Near-Miss mailing list. To change your email address, please click here.
Firefighternearmiss.com is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Assistance to
Firefighters Grant program. Founding dollars were also provided by Fireman's Fund Insurance Company. The project is
managed by the International Association of Fire Chiefs and supported by FireFighterCloseCalls.com in mutual dedication to
firefighter safety and survival.

